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THE GREAT MISSIONARY MOMENT - PENTECOST

Acts 2:1-21 MKJV  And in the fulfilling of the day of Pentecost, they were all with one accord in one place.  (2)  And suddenly a sound came out of the heaven as borne along by the rushing of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  (3)  And tongues as of fire appeared to them, being distributed; and it sat upon each of them.  (4)  And they were all filled of the Holy Spirit, and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

(5) And dwelling at Jerusalem there were Jews, devout men out of every nation under heaven.  (6)  But this sound occurring, the multitude came together and were confounded, because they each heard them speaking in his own dialect.  (7)  And they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, Behold, are not these who speak all Galileans?  (8)  And how do we each hear in our own dialect in which we were born?  (9)  Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  (10)  Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya around Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,  (11)  Cretans and Arabians, we hear them speaking the great things of God in our own languages.  (12)  And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying to one another, What does this mean?  

{13} But others mocking said, These men are full of sweet wine.  (14)  But Peter, standing up with the Eleven, lifted up his voice and said to them, Men, Jews, and all who dwell at Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to my words.  (15)  For these are not drunk as you suppose, for it is the third hour of the day.  (16)  But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel: 


 (17)  "And it shall be in the last days, says God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh. And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  (18)  And in those days I will pour out My Spirit upon My slaves and My slave women, and they shall prophesy.  (19)  And I will give wonders in the heaven above, and miracles on the earth below, blood and fire and vapor of smoke.  (20)  The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood, before that great and glorious Day of the Lord.  (21)  And it shall be that everyone who shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."

This is the launch-pad of missions in the empowering fiery presence of the Holy Spirit.  "And it shall be in the last days, says God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh.”  The Holy Spirit must be poured out on us before we raise up our voice to preach and to declare the gospel to the ends of the earth. Mission starts with God, goes forth in the name of Jesus and must be done in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Pentecost breathes the fresh-air of a new movement - not the stale air of dying, rigid, fanatical and politicized Judaism.  Judaism had finished its course and lost its way in the traditions of men, simony (sale of priestly offices), and with zealotry on one hand and worldliness on the other it was completely useless spiritually and no longer served God or man. Yet it was precisely into this mess that the Messiah came and the Church was born and Pentecost and revival came forth. 

Church history tells us that revivals have come when a system dies and a new movement has to be born – oftentimes at a low point in the life of the Church.

Pentecost is the beginning of the first truly universal religion, a time when religion would go beyond national and cultural boundaries and localized temples. From the very start Christianity was multi-cultural and international. It began with “devout men out of every nation under heaven. “

Pentecost was also born in prophecy – firstly the prophecy of Joel and later the prophetic words of Peter and the prophesying of the Spirit-filled believers: “we hear them speaking the great things of God in our own languages.” Mission does not come from mission statements – it comes from the word of God set on fire in the hearts of believers. I regularly get emails from people interested in cybermissions and one can frequently sense the difference between a ministry born in the Spirit and in prayer and conviction and one which is a mere notion, an excitement of the mind, ungrounded in the inner soul. Mission should flow from a prophetic burden, a conviction of what God has truly said, and a perception of deep spiritual realities whether they be the lostness of those who have not heard, or a call to the poor or the need to teach God’s Word in cyberspace.

There is a deep prophetic impulse that flows from a genuine encounter with the Holy Spirit: “ (17)  "And it shall be in the last days, says God, I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh. And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.  (18)  And in those days I will pour out My Spirit upon My slaves and My slave women, and they shall prophesy.”  The Holy Spirit sets the Word of God on fire in the hearts of the believers and so intense is this fire, that they are moved to speak and to declare the excellencies of God. The prophecy is propelled forth from full hearts and Holy Spirit inflamed Scriptures. The world is seen differently, seen Christian-ly, seen through the lens of the Word and tinged with the very emotions of the God-Who-Resides-In-Us.
This encounter with the Holy Spirit also moves people to action and to proclamation. The Spirit and the Word and the Cross are the center-points of mission and they are all part of the Pentecost experience (which occurs just fifty days after Calvary).  Mission moves forth on the impulse of the tongues of fire and from the prophecies and from the experience of the manifest presence of God.

I know of missionaries who have come to the field without ever having a deep encounter with the manifest presence of God. They speak of what they learned at seminary, not of One whom they have met and know and have trembled before.  A missionary does not need Pentecost every day, but it must be there somewhere. There must be a time of great glory, a time when God sweeps one along in power, such as the call of Isaiah or of Paul.  You must know that you have met God; or rather that God has met you.

The Spirit and the Word go together. Christianity is both a set of doctrines and a series of spiritual life events.  It is more than just a pagan encounter with a spiritual world, it also has a truth content. But it is far more than just systematic theology – it also involves meeting God, being filled with the Spirit and knowing the Word set on fire by God. Pentecost is sometimes portrayed as a Christian dance party, a high, a mere zooming along in the Spirit, almost devoid of moral content. However there was also prophecy and proclamation and contrition and repentance and baptisms and changed lives and a rebuking of the evil and corrupt generation:

Acts 2:37-42 MKJV  And hearing this, they were stabbed in the heart, and said to Peter and to the other apostles, Men, brothers, what shall we do?  (38)  Then Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ to remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (39)  For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all those afar off, as many as the Lord our God shall call.  (40)  And with many other words he earnestly testified and exhorted, saying, Be saved from this perverse generation.  (41)  Then those who gladly received his word were baptized. And the same day there were added about three thousand souls.  (42)  And they were continuing steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, and in fellowship and in the breaking of the loaves, and in prayers.

The Spirit and the Word and the Cross - and the direct experience of the manifest presence of God; - this is the fiery rocket-fuel of mission, and before we launch our missions we should ask the Lord that He would give us these things that we may glorify His name.

Blessings,
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